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the processes were regarded as chemical changes, inevitable as effervescence when
a carbonate and an acid are mixed. It was Lister who linked together Pasteur’s
researches on fermentation that had gone wrong owing to foreign germs, with
the “surgical fever,” which at that time was the scourge of hospitals, and he
patiently experimented until he proved that by the application of germicidal pro-
tection to wounds they healed “by first intention” far more frequently than by the
old and recognized methods. His discovery was announced in 1865, but several
years elapsed before there was much recognition of the value of his discovery—
the methods were crude and the antiseptic preparations clumsy and complicated.
Lister applied himself to the improvement of methods and preparations, pharma-
cists in Glasgow gnd Edinburgh helping him. In 1869 he succeeded his father-in-
law in the Edinburgh chair, and then the antiseptic treatment began to be better
appreciated, while graduates from Edinburgh carried the rationale of the treat-
ment to all parts of the world. As it came to be more commonly used, Lister had
helpers in its improvement, not the poorest helpers being the critics. We need not
elaborate the progress of Listerism; today it means the performance of surgical
operations under germless or aseptic conditions, and it means for the human race
successful surgical treatment of diseases which were invariably fatal forty years
ago, because of the putrefaction which followed the surgeon’s knife. Lister was
called to King's College, London, in 1877, and remained there until 1893 as Pro-
fessor of Clinical Surgery, meanwhile having a lucrative practice as a consultant.
He had many academic and scientific honors, became a Baronet in 1883, and a
Baron of the United Kingdom in 1897, the latter honor being for the first time
conferred on a medical practitioner, and he was one of the first to receive the
Order of Merit from King Edward VII.,, whom he had attended when he was
operated upon for appendicitis by Sir Frederick Treves. He influenced pharmacy
in so far as Listerism has called for new chemical and galenical preparations.
This ancient class of preparations was changed by Lister calling for a protective
basis which he found in the paraffins. The demand for antiseptic dressings has
created a new pharmaceutical industry, and Lord Lister was as interested in these
minor developments of his discoveries as he was in the operative side. His election
in 1893 as an honorary member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain
was a tribute not only to his fame as a surgeon, but his accomplishments in chem-
ical research. He was a frequent guest of the Society during his active years, and
it is well when the world pays tribute to his life’s work that we pharmacists should
remember that pharmacists worked with him in his discovery, and that he was the
first to acknowledge their services to him.—Chemist and Druggist (l.ondon).

THE NEAR-SIGHTEDNESS OF THE CYNIC.

“Happiness is the voice of optimism, of faith, of simple steadfast love. No
cynic or pessimist can be really happy. A cynic is a man who is morally near-
sighted—and brags about it. He sees the evil in his own heart, and thinks he sees
the world. He lets a mote in his eye eclipse the sun. An incurable cynic is an
individual who should long for death—for life cannot bring him happiness, and
death might. The keynote of Bismarck’s lack of happiness was his profound
distrust of human nature.”—William George Jordan.





